Customs Prohibited Articles

Explosives, flammables, and white phosphorus matches. Destructive devices,  explosive caps, explosive bolts, tear gas (CS), OC gas (pepper spray), projectiles, artillery simulators, hand grenades, etc. 
     Counterfeits of coins, money, securities, obligations, postage or revenue stamps, and colored illustrations of postage stamps of the US or other foreign countries.

     Lottery tickets and/or advertisements for a lottery.     

     Goods made by convict labor, forced labor, or indentured labor under penal sanction. Child labor is forced labor. 

War trophies.
Articles or medicines for the induction of abortions.

Material which is seditious, treasonable, or insurrectionary toward the US, or 

advocates the forcible resistance to any US law.

Butterfly knives.

Items, goods, and/or merchandise acquired from gambling, force, duress, blackmail,

trickery, theft, and/or any other form of ill begotten means.                                     Counterfeits.

Treasonable literature.

Foreign assets control materials. For example: another nation’s flag that was not 
intended for sale or distribution.

Toxic or poisonous substances.

Personal effects of enemy soldiers to include body parts.

Archeological artifacts and national treasures.     Stones, sand, dirt, gravel, rocks, and boulders are prohibited by CENTCOM authority, regardless of how clean or sentimental it may be. This applies to pet rocks, weather rocks, and unit morale rocks.

Seashells

Contraband

Restricted articles that have not met the conditions of the restriction.

Agricultural Prohibited Articles

Soil from the Middle East presents the single most serious threat to U.S. agriculture. Soil harbors several pests which do great harm to agriculture. Microscopic nematodes that attack our crops could be hiding inside the soil.  Soil can also contain Pathogens and Life stages of a variety of insects.  The deadly foot and mouth disease virus could be using soil as a means of entering the country.
Soil, earth, and sand.

Khapra Beetles

Green sugarcane

Cocoanuts

Live insects, slugs, and snails. Dried and preserved insects, slugs, and snails.
Fresh fruit and vegetables.

All live plants and parts thereof. This includes but is not limited to: seeds, 

bulbs, roots, leaves, various grains,  grasses, straw, hay, and house plants.

Milk and cream.

Foreign meats and meat products whether fresh, dried, cured, frozen, or pickled, and all cooked meats. Foreign meat products are admissible if packed in hermetically sealed, commercially packed cans and if in original containers.
Customs Prohibited Articles cont.
Live animals except dogs, cats, or fish. Special rules for birds apply.
Raw products. Examples include: raw cotton, animal horns, untanned hides or skins, bone, hair, fur, and raw wool.

Bird byproducts including: Eggs, feathers, and claws.

Fertilizer, forest litter, manure, or plant food.

Green bamboo.

Elephant hair.

Bone(s) and/or bone products. This includes human skulls.

Coral

Lizard hide

Products originating from turtles.
Jequirity beans (very toxic).

Hay, straw, grass, or other processed plant material.

Camel saddles.

Alligator and crocodile leather products.

Articles with uncertified stuffing. Some vendors sell products (dolls, leather goods, etc. utilizing stuffing that consists of animal dung).

Leopard skins. This includes skins from any endangered species (examples include: ocelot, jaguar, lynx, and other spotted animals).

Restricted Articles

Firearms, ammunition, and implements of war.
Liquor/alcoholic beverages.

Tobacco products. Must be commercially processed in such a manner to prohibit 

the introduction of parasites and pests. No more than 100 cigars or 200 cigarettes,

no sealed cartons of cigarettes. The cigarette count includes those on your person.

Prescription drugs. Must be in original labeled container, should be hand carried.

Pets
Legitimate flammables and explosives used for lawful purposes.

Evidence 
Trademarks
Government property

Firearms and ammunition

Gambling devices

Currency

Automobiles

Prescription drugs must be accompanied by the original prescription label. 

Switchblade knives, or any knife with a blade that opens automatically 

by the action of inertia or gravity. These knives are restricted to certain knives that the US government issues to Special Forces Personnel.

Trademark items (articles produced outside the US, bearing marks or 
names copying or simulating US trademarks or trade-names that have been recorded by the US Customs Service).

Foreign reprints of US copyrighted material for personal use.

Elephant ivory, elephant parts, and products legally taken as hunting trophies with the required hunting permit.

Antiques over 100 years old.

Automobiles.

Customs Prohibited Articles cont.
All plant matter. This includes dried or fresh plants, seeds, roots, bulbs, flowers, fruit, leaves, various grains, hay, straw, soil, forest litter, and grasses. 
          (1) Certain items may be imported, but only when accompanied by an import permit or written evidence of authority to import by the US Department of Agriculture.

          (2) Dried and other cured decorative plants, flowers, peas, and beans may be imported, provided there are no signs of insect infestation.

Wild animals, birds, or parts thereof alive or dead. This includes any wild animal, bird, reptile, amphibian, mollusk, fish, or dead body, egg, or other part.
        (1)  These articles must be accompanied by a properly executed declaration for the Importation of Fish and Wildlife.

        (2) Trophies (animal and bird) which are fully finished for display, (provided the member can provide proof that the trophies are finished by a legitimately licensed taxidermist, there are no signs of insect infestation, and it is not on the endangered species list) may be imported. 

Excessive quantities of US Government property or similar items. A bill of sale, or receipt, or a commander’s statement stating that it’s personal property and not of the US Government, must accompany these articles if the quantity is in question.
Historical Artifacts

General Order Number 1A, states that the taking or retaining of individual souvenirs or war trophies is prohibited – however, units can request retention of historical artifacts.
CINCCENT retains final approval authority for designating captured items as unit historical artifacts.

Unit must notify COMCFLCC of their intention to retain unit historical artifacts via message to CFLCC PMO.

Ensure that historical artifacts are turned in to a legitimate Historical Artifact Collection Point, and that contraband is not present when proceeding to Customs Operations.

CFLCC Historian: 438 – 8021/9
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