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MSDS—neither a disease nor a meat tenderizer—is another one of
those pesky acronyms that every service member or Dol civilian needs
to know shout, MSDS is the acronym for Material Safety Data Sheet.
You'll find this handy little sheet of paper on everything from commoen
spray paint o the most dangerous chemicals.

They weren't put on Tor decorations, either. In fact they're required
by the Oceupational Safety and Health Administration (O SHA), aswell
as various Army Regulations (ARs)., Regulations aside, these picees of
paper can literally save your life and the lives of your soldiers.

There are an estimated 575,000 existing chemical products. They
pase a serious problem for the vast majority of our soldiers since many
will come intocontact with quite avariety of these potentially hazardous
materials, These chemicals can eause or contribute (o heacl ailments,
kidney and lung damage, sterility, cancer, burns and rashes. 1U's our re-
sponsibility to make sure all our soldiers are protected from these haz-
ards, In fact, we would be derelict in our duties it we ag NCOs failed o
properly proteet our soldiers from these chemicals,

MSDS sheets are like having the Poison Preventions Hol Line atyour
finpertips, These sheetstell youvirtuallveverything about the particular
chemicals that you work with. Faels such as; flash point, if the use of 4
respirator is required: first aid information, if contact with skin or eyes
is dangerous: andunlimited informativnon the makeup. storage anduse
of theproductislistedright on the MSDS, MSDS informalionshectsare
relatively new and in the few years they've been around they've saved
livies, prevented injuries and saved countless dollars, MCCOe should
make it a top priority to learn about these lifesaving sheets of paper,

When you receive items from the supply system that have MSDS
sheets altached there’s an obligation to user and supervisar to read and
thoroughly undérstand all that is invelved with the use of the praduct.
The sheet will be posted on o near the praduct where all can see and
heed che information., It's nat, repeat not to be thrown in the trash along
with the pther packing malerials, Remember, this sheet of paper can
save a life or prevent serious injury to you and your soldiers.

Industry and the military have spent millions of dollars and time to
test and develop wavs o protect personnel from death and injury caused
by the impraper handling of hazardous materials. As responsible
NCOs, wecan take the exira time and effort tohecome familiarwith and
properly poat these little sheets of paper known as MSDS,

Price and Saniana are Aviation safew specialists, Army Safety Center, Fort

Kucker, Alabama,
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ations. And il you're

Force

lot of NCOs play with less than a
full deck when planning oper-

one of the

MCOs who's not playing with the wild
card in that deck—the nisk assessment
card—then you're not plaving the odds
correctly when il comes to pratecting
the force, This card plays with any hand
vau deal, or with any hand you're dealt,

Listen to whal SGM Jium Wertman

(now commander, Company A, U5A5-
MA at Fort Bliss) has to say about the
card (when he was CSM of the 4th
Bn-7th Inf Dhiv in 1990

“In a baltalion-sized unit when we
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The sk assessment procass 8 part ard parcal of Ihe
ovarall aperation—Iiotally Mtegrated, Alihcugh cperalicns
ard safaly are shown saparately, inlesgraticn Deqing the mo-
meni the mission i3 concaved and eantdnues until the laat in-
sight from the atier action review is acled upon.
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